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32 # Letter from Pope Tninocent the XII. to the Emper- | 
b 4. Our, wherem He Indeavours to perſpade Him to a,” 
7, Peace; *With His Tmyertal Majeſties anſwer, To 
#* , hich is ſubjoyned the Reſolutions of the Confederates - 
is- ,, in tbe preſent Conjuofture.. es. coor Rea 
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$710 OST BetovedbSondn Jeſus;Clniky We greet-you withHealth and our A- 
I poſtolical Benediftion. | When from-this ſublime poſt, exalted; almeſt.to 
Heayen, in which as unworthy as'we were of it, we are place, We. cal 
our +. 1-9 > rg faichfull People/that are committed to Our Paſto- 
ral Care; Weare almoft ready to-expire-with the exggllive Grief and Melancholly ws 
areafﬀe&ed with, at thevview of all thoſe great calamities, to, which they:are. exp 6A 
by this Cruel War; whichat preſent affii&ts almeft all Chriſtendom. And theref Ire © 


being deeply concerned atthe-great and pierging-clamours of ſomany Perlons there y 4 


Heart with gri 
your brkvad ie 
ruined Peg ic, 


in ſefusCh 

recenve 5 | 

nn6expreſſil 

 verceaſeto-ptoclainrthejuſtÞrifes of the Authaurs of their tr 

OM , We:willput in praftice albthat we'ran think ofs 
reſt of tle Chriftiair Princes, 
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The Emperours Anſwer to the Pope, 


Aloft Holy Father, 


| a; Holineſſes Letter dated the $6: of Iaſt Month, has ſufficiently infornied Us 
. of the cruel difturbances you are affetted with, at the view of thoſe many Evils 
, Which the Chriſtian Peeple is overwhelmed with by the War at preſent enkindled al- 
| moſt every-where, aud of your Holinefſes care to moderate and calm the animotitics == 
raging between the ſeveral irritated Princes, arid to diſpoſe them to Peace and Con- 
cord, And indeed the catamities which the Chriſtian Common-wealth ſufers by this T] 
War ſo unjuſtly enterpriſed, together with thoſe it is faxther threatned with thereby, 
no leſs afli Us than them do your Holinefs. . | 
But our comfort is, That God and our Conſcience bear Us Witneſs, that the fault 
cannot be imputed to Us, fince We took not up Arms, ' but when there was a neceſſity 
{d to do, for the Defence of the Empire, and of the' People committed to our Prote- 
- &:@n, againſt thoſe who attacked them. The moſt inward thoughts of our Heart are 
{6 wei known to your Holineſs, by the long acquaintance and converſe you have had 
formerly with Us, That you will cafily believe, there conld happen nothing more dil- 
+ pleaſing to Us, than to ſee the Love We naturally are byafled with for the Peace, and 
:£anquility of the Publick, to. be continually difobliged, and forcibly turned towards 
*thEcontrary extreem, by freſh injuries daily perpetrated againſt Us, and above all things 
by the Ambition and Malitious envy of France. ** : | | 
Fer the Reſpett which is univerſally granted tobe due to the Publick” Faith, and to 
Solemn Treaties, has not hitherto been of any force to bridle that Crown from viola- 
ting them as often as they haye been ſworn-te. . And-to'pals-under fence ſeveral other. 
things, the Chriftian World with fighs beholds; and poſterity-with horrour will hear, 
related; that it has been-poſhble for a King Moſt Chriſtian,/t6: fix upon a reſelution ta. 
Kop the Rapid Courſe ofour Viftories over the” Infidels;to'break thoſe Bands of Amity. 
We had but a little before renewed with him, and to make a freſh War upon Us, juſt. 
at the moment when truſting in the Faith of thoſe Treaties ſo latelymade with him,. 
We lived in all manner of ſecurity,and to fill all-places withMurthergRapines,and Burn-. 
ings, before he: was pleaſedto inform Us for what Reaſon he-Renewed the War, and. 
* what juſt pretence We had given him for it." Certainly it-mult needs: have besn done, 
upon this principal, That it was much more eligible to:trample under foot. all things 
both Divine and Humane, than for France to have loſt the opportunity to extend her 
Limits $0 the Rine-ward, and to-leave to Us and ther reſt of Chriſtendom the. leiſure, 
| nEceTary ſucceſsfully ta finiſh the War with the Turks, and- to: ſecure our Erontiers on 
that de. = ; "622 141,06, * bye 
And therefore the Auguſt Dignity with which We are inveſted;:o 
_ the heſt Alliances We could, todefend/our ſelves and: People: agaiplr 
Moſt Chriſtian King; and at-the ame tnue againfiche Enemictet! | 
who by a \amefol unien Att in confort againUs. "Tis true the principal 
theAlliance by which wE&are efigaged to-ourConfedrates wether 
er to hearkento any ſeperate Treaty of Peace; without fict.con 
with them; butas we can very well anfer. for. them, chat 
to ſee Peace Re-cſtabliſhed in the Chriftian W 
ces of Pzcification concluded at the Pyrencaniar 4ljan Treaties,. 
violated dy France. It will be neceſſary abovetallthiogs, rereyour, Ho 
your beſtoffices and'that withthe utmoſt efficacy you can: toinduce 
to, reſtore things tothe. State required by the Articles of. 
hunfelf-tcſtifies. to: beinclin'd to.doy. - ode wee ne 
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ed us to-make 

; Armas. of the 
» Chriſtian Name,, 
ndition of, }Farm 


4 PP 


If Your Holineſs can obtain from that Prince a thing (o juſt, We will not be wanting 
dn our fide, to uſe Our utmoſt endeavours, that the Pious Intentions of your Holineſs 
or the good of Chriſtendom, and the offer of your Paternal Care and good Offices for 

he advancement of Peace, which are to Us moſt acceptable, may be embraced by Our 
. Allies, and produce their defired efteft. This is what We thought Our duty to An- 
wer to your Holinefſes Letter, which was ſo pleaſing to Us, and which We have ac- 
ordingly done, with all due reſpe& to Your Holineſs; Whom We pray God long ta» 
preſerve both for the good of the Church in General, and Our own in Particular, 

At Vienna, the 20th. of March.. 1691. 
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[The Reſolution taken by the Confederate Princes, and. 
other Allied Powers, in Relation to France. 


lt 
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S | AVING Reſoly'd to make this Year, a Deſcent into France, that by ſe : 
ol LY attacking Our Common Enemy where Our efforts may be moſt ſeniibly 
al | felt, We may the more eaſily Reduce him to Reafon : In order thereuato, 
"ol. We firſt, all Solemnly Swear, and Proteſt before God, That We will make 


" [20 Peace with Zewy the Fourteenth, but upon the conditions Stipulated by. the Ar- 
ticles of the Pyrenean, and Weſtphilian Treaties which have been violated by France, 
and upon theſe other agreements which We have hereyato Subjoyned,which the'* they 
t) be partly the-Fundamental Rights of the French Nation, and partly priviledges con- 
uy rm'd by the moft ſolemn Edittshaye been with no leſs violence and injuftice infring'd. 
| I Till the General Eftates- of the Kingdom be reſtored to their Ancient Libertics, 
_ ower, and Share in the Legiſlative and luprem Power; agd till both the Clergy, Nu- 
ta bility, and Third Eftate be Reinſtated in all their former Legal priviledges; And till 
ty. there be good proviſion made, that all Kings of Frence in time to come, (hall be oblig- 
if; Jed to convoke the laid Eftates, when they ſhall need money for any Publick concerns, 
n, Jand ſhall have nopower,. in any. manner, or upon any pretence whatſoeyer, to raile. 
1. lany Taxes, or any ſort 'of Impoſts without their Conſent. 
in, 7 II, Till the ſeveral Courts of Parliament-in the Kingdom be reinſtated into that ſuf- 
ne, [cient and Legal authority with which they were primarily inveſted, That 'ſo without. 
as || ing awed by any checktfromanarbitrary Power, or being obrufted by the corrup- 
cr {tions ordinarily ariſing from undue and illegal promotions to thoſe high Poſts of Ju- - 
ire, {Kdicature, they may be both able,.and well inclined to do juſtice inditftecently to. all 
arties. / E 9% | 
on HE Tilkatt the Citics'of the: Kingdom be reftored to their old Charters and Pcivis - 
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| che 
\Eftates and Goods of Noble or Gentiemen every/five YearstheTax'of the Frankisifer, 
- znd ſeveral other oppreſſive exa@ions upon - the Buyers and-Sellers, orMorgagers 6f 


Lands, ' Houſes, &c.'and'\upon-the Officers of the Courts of Tadicature; 'ard.of ithe 
Treaſury and Exchequer; -of the Injurious, and Arbitrary" Retrenchment-of -Wapes, 
Raifing or Lowering the value, and debaling the purity of Mony and<Coin. and - un- 
juſt Reunien to thECrownLands, and poſſetſhion long-enjoxedby great and deſerving 


" Families, upon-Diſpotical-pretences, and beſides an infinite many other new and un- 


heard exaRtions; of the ſtrange impoſitions upon- Marriages, Chriftnings, Buryings, .. 
and Bafſtards,.£:. and to.conclude.all.ina Ward: Till. the - [ 
Fixed, and Reduced within ſuch certain and moderate-Bounds as ſhall ſeem not Re. 
quifite to the wiſdom of the General, Eftates whea Conyen'd and good proviſlion he 
mae that no ſucceeding, French Mararchs ſhall- eyer paſs thoſt bounds. 

V. Tilt he has Rendred to all the Proteſtants of his Kingdbras the Eſtates, Effefs, 
and Liberties they were lſciſed of by vertue of the Edit of Narts, and all other 
Priviledges they injoyed thereby according to the true meaning, and to the full ex- 
tent of the ſaid Edift : And till for their future ſecurity both in their Civil, and Religi- 
ous Rightsand Capacities, according to the meaning of the ſaid Edi, the.ſaid Frenth 
King ſhall have deliver'dſome ſufficient cautionary Towns-to be held and: fortified by 
thoſe Proteflant Allies that ſhall be made Guardians or Conſeryators of the Txeaty-to 
be agreed upon. 

VI. And Laftly We Declare, as in the fight of God, Thatintheſe our juſt attempts, 
We are not a{tuated by any hatred or animoſity againft the French Nation, .nor by 
any ambitious deſigns to Conguer or Seife on any of the Antient and Tawful Domini- 
ons of France, or to diſmember that Monarchy of any of the Provinces :juſtly./belong- 
ing to it, but that Our ultimate aim-is only to repre(s that exhorbitant Power where» 
by that Crown has been inabled hitherto to oppreſs its own Subjects, and Threaten'the 
Liberty of all Europe beſides , And that We advance towards the Fronficis ef France, 
with as hearty an intention to Right the wrongs of its Subjefts, asthole of »Qur own 

ople, efteeming the reeftabliſhment of their juft and antientLiberties}tobe the beft 
Bulwark of Our own, againſt Our and their;Common Qpprefiory And that therefore 
We do friendly and heartily invite them to come into Us,/and-to their. Arms and 
ether aſſiſtance with Us. towards their Deliverance, affuring them? i! treat ithem 
as Our'beſi friends, and will take care to preſerve: their Perſons, Towns, Lands, 'and 
all that ſhall concern them as it they were garown; But at; the-ſame' time, We have 
thought fit alſs to Declare to all that ſhall not 'comply-with'O@ur invitations, and al: 
ſiſtances ifitended for their Common good, ThatWe ſhall iſh them for Enemies 
of their Country, and-of all. ſort of Chriſtianity, andHumanity,andas Barbarouswretch» 
es that have abetted, and approv'd all the perſecutions, Burnings, Delolations'and 
other Vexations whiclr have been committed” byythaleof 'their:Nation':both within 
and without France; and ſhallmake thera feel without! ' thoſe pains Ahache thee 
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